
Responsorial Psalm: (contd) 

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord. 
2. Proclaim his help day by day, 

tell among the nations his glory 

and his wonders among all 

the peoples. (R.) 
3. Let the heavens rejoice and  

earth be glad, 

let the sea and all within it  

thunder praise, 

let the land and all it bears rejoice, 

all the trees of the wood shout for 

joy at the presence of the Lord 

for he comes, 

he comes to rule the earth. (R.) 
4. With justice he will rule the world, 

he will judge the peoples with 

his truth (R.) 
 

Second Reading: Ti 2:11-14 

God’s grace has been revealed to all people. 

God’s grace has been revealed, and 

it has made salvation possible for 

the whole human race and taught 

us that what we have to do is to 

give up everything that does not 

lead to God, and all our worldly am-

bitions; we must be self-restrained 

and live good and religious lives 

here in this present world, while we 

are waiting in hope for the blessing 

which will come with the Appearing 

of the glory of our great God and 

saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed 

himself for us in order to set us free 

from all wickedness and to purify a 

people so that it could be his very 

own and would have no ambition 

except to do good. 

 The word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Good News and great joy to all 

the world: today is born our Saviour,  

Christ the Lord. Alleluia! 

GOSPELLk 2:1-14 
Today a saviour has been born for you. 

Caesar Augustus issued a decree 

for a census of the whole world to 

be taken. This census – the first – 

took place while Quirinius was   

governor of Syria, and everyone 

went to his own town to be regis-

tered. So Joseph set out from the 

town of Nazareth in Galilee and 

travelled up to Judaea, to the town 

of David called Bethlehem, since 

he was of David’s House and line, 

in order to be registered together 

with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. While they were there 

the time came for her to have her 

child, and she gave birth to a son, 

her first-born. She wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in 

a manger because there was no 

room for them at the inn. In the 

countryside close by there were 

shepherds who lived in the fields 

and took it in turns to watch their 

flocks during the night. The angel 

of the Lord appeared to them and 

the glory of the Lord shone round 

them. They were terrified, but the 

angel said, ‘Do not be afraid. Lis-

ten, I bring you news of great joy, a 

joy to be shared by the whole peo-

ple. Today in the town of David a 

saviour has been born to you; he is 

Christ the Lord. And here is a sign 

for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in swaddling clothes and 

lying in a manger.’ And suddenly 

with the angel there was a great 

throng of the heavenly host, prais-

ing God and singing: ‘Glory to God 

in the highest heaven and peace to 

men who enjoy his favour.’  

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
The word became flesh,  

and we have seen his glory. 

Entrance Antiphon: 
The Lord said to me:  

You are my Son.  It is I who have 

begotten you this day. 
 

First Reading:  Is 9:1-7 

A son is given to us. 

The people that walked in darkness 

has seen a great light; on those who 

live in a land of deep shadow a light 

has shone. You have made their 

gladness greater, you have made 

their joy increase; they rejoice in 

your presence as men rejoice at 

harvest time, as men are happy 

when they are dividing the spoils. 

For the yoke that was weighing on 

him, the bar across his shoulders, 

the rod of his oppressor, these you 

break as on the day of Midian. For 

all the footgear of battle, every 

cloak rolled in blood, is burnt and 

consumed by fire. For there is a 

child born for us, a son given to us 

and dominion is laid on his shoul-

ders; and this is the name they give 

him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-

God,  Eternal-Father,  Prince-of-

Peace. Wide is his dominion in a 

peace that has no end, for the 

throne of David and for his royal 

power, which he establishes and 

makes secure in justice and integ-

rity. From this time onwards and for 

ever, the jealous love of the Lord of 

hosts will do this. 

                          The word of the Lord 
 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
 

(R.) Today is born our Saviour, 

Christ the Lord. 
 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 

sing to the Lord all the earth. 

O sing to the Lord, bless his name. 

(R.) 
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PARISH TEAM  
Parish Priest:    Fr. Brendan Murphy SDB 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Guy Riolo SDB 
Parish Secretary:  Fleur Mathias 
 

Parish Telephone: 9623 1962 
Parish Email:     secretaryolrchurch@iinet.net.au 
Web:         www.olrchurchstmarys.org.au 

Parish Fax:      9833 1063 
 

For Enquiries Please Phone The Parish Office 

between 9:30am - 12:30pm & 1:30pm - 3:30pm, Mon-Fri  
 

Salesian Community:   Phone: 9623 1220 

Rector:     Fr John Walenciej SDB 
 

Don Bosco Youth Centre: Phone: 9623 0450 

Co-Directors: Sr Jenny Doudle FMA 
     Fr John Walenciej SDB 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Primary School 

Principal: Mr Michael Siciliano 
Phone:   8856 8301 
Email:   olorstmarys@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Web:   www.olorstmarys.catholic.edu.au  
 

Emmaus Catholic College 
 

Principal: Mr Robert Nastasi 

Phone:   9670 4588 
Email:   emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Web:   www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
 

St Vincent de Paul Society :  meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm in 
the St Vincent de Paul Office beside the Parish Hall. 
 

Junior Legion of Mary :  meets on Fridays, 5:00pm to 5:45pm in 
the Parish Hall and Parish Meeting Rooms. Young people welcome  
 

Senior Legion of Mary :  Tuesdays, 6:30-8pm in the Parish Hall 
Meeting Room. All Welcome to join.  
 

The Cenacle : Every Thursday after 9am Mass, you are invited to 
join us to pray the Cenacle of the Marian Movement of Priests. 
 

Cuppa and Craft Club : Thursdays at 9:30am, Parish Hall.   
Contact Parish Office 9623 1962. 
Computer Class (50 years & over) : 9.30am-12pm  Parish Hall 

Meeting Room. Please contact Parish Office. 
Rosary Statue :   Mrs Medak, 31 Kings St, St Marys 
 

RCIA : meets Thursdays, 7:30pm, Parish Meeting Room.  
Know someone who would like to be a Catholic?  New enquirers welcome.  
 

Catechists :  Teaching Godôs Word in our State schools.   
Volunteers needed.  Contact Maureen Watts 9623 9272. 
Motherôs Prayers: Every Monday, 10am at the Infant School. 
 

Ladies Auxiliary :  2nd Monôs, Parish Office Meeting Room, 7:30pm 
 

Youth Choir : Choir Practices on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 
2.30pm ï 4pm. Choir sings at the 9am Mass on the 4th Sunday 
of the month.  All young people welcome, 6 -16 years. 
OLR - Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate (PMA) Rosary 
Prayer :  every 4th Sunday of the month after the 10.30am Mass 
(11.45am) in the Church. All Welcome!  

 

 
 
  
 
 

  

 

Mon 24 Dec    CHRISTMAS EVE  
    6:30pm   
   8.30pm   
   Midnight Mass   
 

Tue 25 Dec    CHRISTMAS DAY  
   7:30am   
   9:00am   
   10.30am   
   NO  Evening Mass  
 

Wed 26 Dec   ST STEPHEN (BOXING DAY)  
  9:00am  Ronald Lopez    
  (please note the change of Mass time )  
 

Thu27 Dec   ST JOHN, APOSTLE    

  9:00am Justin 
 

Fri 28 Dec   THE HOLY INNOCENTS  

  Ivica Duic 
 

Sat 29 Dec   ST THOMAS A BECKET   

  8:00 Rhonda Lynn, Ron D MacCullough 

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED 
Please remember in your prayers our deceased  

parishioners, family and friends especially  
Marguerite Van Cuylenberg, Lucia Tobia, Blandino Rayco, Kerri Hill, Antonio 
Ieraci, Peter Reinhart, Gerard Cotte, Max Williams., Paul Sinclair, Tony Cullens, 
Rocco Romeo, Benita Azores, Ray Beed, Ben & Tapu Apikatoa, Carmen Garces 
Figueroa, Alicia Santos -Yu, Ester Santos, Salvacion Trance-Yu, Helenite Tan-

dayag, Belen Valladores, Joe Mercia, Allan Roach, Vincent Chut, Mark   

Buhagiar, Natale Mercuri, Rebecca Herft, Mary Connolly, Felicidad Abuan, 

Mary Czarnecki, Dante Dirije, Michael Lynch. Margaret Weston, Maria 

Goncalves, Jane, Joe & Charlie Mifsud, Fay & Colin Moulds, Veronica 

Schembri, Mary Bonanno, Fatima Gomez, Wanda Pajak, John Ashford, 

Maria Paiano, Lucy Dias, Michael Rodrigues, Kate  Tallon. 

Eternal rest grant unto their souls O Lord, let perpetual light shine 

upon them, may they rest in peace.  Amen  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
Jesus the Healer, we commend to your gentle hands 

those who are sick  
Michael McDermott, Sr Jenny Doudle, Jamie B, Joanne S, Valeria Bruzzese, Gary 
Zac, Maria Castiglioni, , Ela OôNeil, Katie S,  Sr Aileen Crowe, Bertha  & Peter 
Wetton, Samuel Healey, Grant Butterfield, Iylah Hodder-Torda, Judith Urbano 
Lopez, Alana Clark., Michael Franke, Maureen Hyland, Vivian Summut,             
Guy-Denis Farla,  Mrs Henry, Carlos Uranza, Elena Zamora, Adrian Durando, 
Andrew Boulos, Frank Cauchi, Alicia Gajo, Erica Marshall, Julian C, Kevin Coo-
per, Riley B, Julia, Liz Murphy, Leonora Barnes, Jessica  & David Freeman,  Ana 
Gracia, James Saynes, Lorna Suerte., Bronte Watts, Louie Labayo, Baby Jackson, 
Ivo Solomon, Matija Grguric, Greg Hines, Michael Demaio, Mira & Rudi  Galic,   
Sylvanna Frassetto, Frances & Hunter Pett, John Ashfort, Cathy Dougall, Mitchell  
Wheeler, Adrian Dodd, Ian S,  Vanessa & Linda Casley, Ivica Vukoja. 

Next Sundayôs Readings:Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph  
 

1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4  

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 

2nd Reading:  Hebrews 10:5-10 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-44 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA  
Do you know anyone interested in becoming a Catholic? 

Please invite them to contact:  
Vera on 0416 008 582 or the Parish Office on 9623 1962 

1st and 2nd Collections: 
1st Collection: for the support of the Parish Priests. 
2nd Collection: goes towards the weekly operating 
budget for the Parish. Parish weekly running costs 
approximately $4000.  Last weekôs total - $3012.45 

We Thankyou for your ongoing support.  

   RECONCILIATION   
 

   Every Wednesday:    11:15am - 11:45am. 

   Every Saturday:         9:00am - 10:00am, 5:00pm - 5:30pm 
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                CHRISTMAS  DAY   

Entrance Antiphon: 
A child is born for us,  
and a son is given to us;  
his septre of power rests upon his 
shoulder, and his name will be 
called Messenger of great counsel. 

 
First Reading:  Is 52:7-10 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving 

power of our God. 

How beautiful on the mountains, 
are the feet of one who brings 
good news, who heralds peace, 
brings happiness,  salvation, and 
tells Zion, óYour God is king!ô  
Listen! Your watchmen raise 
their voices, they shout for joy 
together, for they see the Lord 
face to face, as he returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy  together, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; for the 
Lord is consoling his people, re-
deeming Jerusalem. The Lord 
bares his holy arm in the sight of 
all the nations, and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of 
our God. 

The word of the Lord 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
 

(R.) All the ends of the 
earth have seen the  
saving power of God.  
 

1. Sing a new song to the Lord 
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 
 

Second Reading Heb 1:1-6 
In our own time, God speaks to us through his 

Son. 

At various times in the past and in 

various 

different ways, God spoke to our 

ancestors 

through the prophets; but in our own 

time, 

the last days, he has spoken to us 

through 

his Son, the Son that he has appointed 

to 

inherit everything and through whom 

he 

made everything there is. He is the 

radiant 

light of Godôs glory and the perfect 

copy of his 

nature, sustaining the universe by his 

Responsorial Psalm: (contd) 
 

(R.) All the ends of the earth 

have seen the saving power of 

God. 
 

2. The Lord has made known  
his salvation; has shown his  
justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his  
truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 
 

3. All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 
 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord  
with the harp, with the sound 
of music. 
With trumpets and the sound 
of the horn acclaim the King, 
the Lord. (R.) 
 

Second Reading:  Heb 1:1-6 
In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

At various times in the past and 
in various different ways, God 
spoke to our ancestors through 
the prophets; but in our own 
time, the last days, he has      
spoken to us through his Son, 
the Son that he has appointed to 
inherit everything and through 
whom he made everything there 
is. He is the radiant light of 
Godôs glory and the perfect copy 
of his nature, sustaining the 
universe by his powerful com-
mand; and now that he has    
destroyed the defilement of sin, 
he has gone to take his place in 
heaven at the right hand of    
divine Majesty. So he is now as 
far above the angels as the title 
which he has inherited is higher 
than their own name. God has 
never said to any angel: You are 
my Son, today I have become 
your father, or: I will be a father 
to him and he a son to me. 
Again, when he brings the First-
born into the world, he says:  
Let all the angels of God  
worship him. 

The word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
A holy day has dawned upon us. 
Come you nations and adore 
the Lord, Today a great light 
has come upon the earth. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel:  Jn 1-1:18 

(or Shorter Form Jn 1:1-5. 9-14) 
 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt 

among us, and we saw his glory. 
 

In the beginning was the Word: 
the Word was with God and the 
Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through 
him all things came to be, not 
one thing had its being but 
through him. All that came to be 
had life in him and that life was 
the light of men, a light that 
shines in the dark, a light that 
darkness could not overpower. 
The Word was the true light that 
enlightens all men; and he was 
coming into the world. He was 
in the world that had its being 
through him, and the world did 
not know him. He came to his 
own domain and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all 
who did accept him he gave 
power to become children of 
God, to all who believe in the 
name of him who was born not 
out of human stock or urge of 
the flesh or will of man but of 
God himself. The Word was 
made flesh, he lived among us. 
And we saw his glory, the glory 
that is his as the only Son of the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
 

All the ends of the earth  
have seen the salvation of God. 
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December 24 ï 25 :  The Nativity of the Lord.                        

 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

 

Welcome to all visitors to our parish. 

I wish all, parishioners and visitors,  a most joyful and holy 

Christmas. 
  

God still loves the world!  This is what this beautiful day 

and beautiful feast proclaim. 
 

God created the universe in love and with a knowledge of 

its entire history, and the history of each one of us. 
 

The Infant Jesus is God Incarnate who seeks our love. Let 

us give Him our heart, entirely and without reserve. 
 

He came to save us from sin. This alone can truly harm us. 

This is what is plaguing our institutions, threatening our 

civil unity, causing injustice to the most vulnerable - sin. 
 

Let us resolve to become holy, by Godôs grace, so that we 

can help our society, so beloved by God. 
 

On behalf of the Rector of the Salesian community, Father 

John Walenciej and Father Guy, Brother Thuy, Brother 

Jeff, and Father Sefo, happy Christmas! 
 

Father Guy leaves us tomorrow, Boxing Day, for  

Tasmania. A bit thank you from all of us, Father Guy,  

and we shall pray for you and your people. 
 

Boxing Day Mass: Mass on Boxing Day, Wednesday  

December 26, will be at 9am.  

 

Eucharistic Adoration: Please note below the  

arrangements for Christmas and New Year. 
 

 

Coming up:   
Dec 31:   Adoration 11:20-11:50pm only, in church. 

                Mass at Midnight,  

January 1: Adoration 8pm-9pm only, in chapel. 
 

God bless.  
 

Fr Brendan 

THANK. YOU. FOR   THE MEMORIES é... 

The most recent one the Farewell on 

the 9th December. While I am happy to 

go where The Lord sends me I cannot 

say I am not sad to be leaving OLR  

after 8 years . Thank you to all the 

groups I have worked with. Thank you 

to all parishioners I have met after all 

Masses. Thank you to the youth and 

the musicians . Thank you for the memories .  

Wherever  I go whatever I do I will always be praying 

for you and I hope you will do the same for me.  May 

the Virgin Mary Mother of  God pray to Jesus for all. 

 Fr Guy  

This vision of St. Faustinaôs should bring 

warmth to our hearts on Christmas Day 
 

 

She saw the baby Jesus at 

Midnight Mass and experi-

enced the beauty of God's 

love for her. 
 

 

St. Faustina is best known for her miraculous visions 
of Jesus and his message of Divine Mercy.  
 

Yet, throughout her life she experienced many other 
visions that came to her in different forms. All the   
visions expressed the infinite love of God for humanity 
and the particular love God has for each individual 
soul. 
 

For example, at Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve in 
1937, St. Faustina saw a glorious vision of the baby  
Jesus. She writes about it in her Diary  and describes 
what happened. 
 

When I arrived at Midnight Mass, from the very    
beginning I steeped myself in deep recollection, dur-
ing which time I saw the stable of Bethlehem filled 
with great radiance. The Blessed Virgin, all lost in the 
deepest of love, was wrapping Jesus in swaddling 
clothes, but Saint Joseph was still asleep. Only after 
the Mother of God put Jesus in the manger, did the 
light of God awaken Joseph, who was also praying. 
But after a while, I was left alone with the Infant    
Jesus who stretched out His little hands to me, and     
I understood that I was to take Him in my arms.    
Jesus pressed His head against my heart and gave 
me to know, by His profound gaze, how good He 
found it to be next to my heart. At that moment Jesus 
disappeared and the bell was ringing for Holy      
Communion.  
 

It was a brief encounter, but one that communicated 
to Faustina an immeasurable lesson. It reinforced in 
her heart the immense love of God and showed to her 
the true meaning of Christmas. 
Christmas is principally about welcoming the baby  
Jesus into our arms and letting him rest upon our 
heart. It is not surprising that this vision occurred   
immediately before Holy Communion, when Jesus can 
do exactly that. It is through the reception of the 
Eucharist that we can let Jesus rest upon our hearts 
and pour out his love for us. 
 

As you approach the Eucharistic banquet on Christmas 
Day, remember this vision of St. Faustina and let it 
dominate your thoughts and prayers. By doing so, you 
can imagine the little baby Jesus opening his arms to 
you, waiting for you to pick him up. Then when you 
receive communion, you can let him rest on against 
your heart and receive his loving gaze. 

Christmas will never be the same.  
 

Philip Kosloski  | Dec 18, 2018  
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