
Responsorial Psalm  
Ps 136. R. v.6  

(R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if 
ever I forget you!  
 

1. By the rivers of Babylon there we 
sat and wept, remembering Zion;    
on the poplars that grew there we 
hung our harps. (R.)  
 

2. For it was there that they asked 
us, our captors, for songs,             
our oppressors, for joy. ‘Sing to us,’ 
they said, ‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R.)  
 

3. O how could we sing the song of 
the Lord on alien soil? If I forget you, 
Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! 
(R.)  
 

4. O let my tongue cleave to my 
mouth if I remember you not, if I prize 
not Jerusalem above all my joys! (R.)  

 
Second Reading:  

Eph 2:4-10  
When we were dead through sins, he 
brought us to life.  
God loved us with so much love that 
he was generous with his mercy: 
when we were dead through our 
sins, he brought us to life with Christ 
- it is through grace that you have 
been saved - and raised us up with 
him and gave us a place with him in 
heaven, in Christ Jesus. This was to 
show for all ages to come, through 
his goodness towards us in Christ 
Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in 
grace. Because it is by grace that 
you have been saved, through faith; 
not by anything of your own, but by a 
gift from God; not by anything that 
you have done, so that nobody can 
claim the credit. We are God’s work 
of art, created in Christ Jesus to live 
the good life as from the beginning 
he had meant us to live it.  

The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation: 
Glory and praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ!  
God loved the world so much, he 
gave us his only Son, that all who 
believe in him might have eternal life.  
Glory and praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ!  

       FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  -  Year B -            14  March 2021 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 Entrusted to the Salesians of Don Bosco 

  Catholic        Church 

 

 

GOSPEL:  
Jn 3:14-21  

God sent his Son into the world that we 
might be saved through him.  
 

Jesus said to Nicodemus:  
‘The Son of Man must be lifted up as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
desert, so that everyone who be-
lieves may have eternal life in him. 
Yes, God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may 
not be lost but may have eternal life. 
For God sent his Son into the world 
not to condemn the world, but so 
that through him the world might be 
saved. No one who believes in him 
will be condemned; but whoever  
refuses to believe is condemned   
already, because he has refused to 
believe in the name of God’s only 
Son. On these grounds is sentence 
pronounced: that though the light 
has come into the world men have 
shown they prefer darkness to the 
light because their deeds were evil. 
And indeed, everybody who does 
wrong hates the light and avoids it, 
for fear his actions should be       
exposed; but the man who lives by 
the truth comes out into the light, so 
that it may be plainly seen that what 
he does is done in God.’  

The Gospel of the Lord 
 
Communi0n Antiphon: 
 

Jerusalem is built as a city bonded 
as one together.  
It is there that the tribes go up,  
the tribes of the Lord,   
to praise the name of the Lord. 

 

Entrance Antiphon:               
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who  
love her.  Be joyful, all who were in 
mourning; exult and be satisfied at 
her consoling heart. 

 
First Reading:  

2 Chr 36:14-16. 19-23  
The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are 
revealed in the exile and liberation of his 
people.  
All the heads of the priesthood, and 
the people too, added infidelity to infi-
delity, copying all the shameful prac-
tices of the nations and defiling the 
Temple that the Lord had consecrat-
ed for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, 
the God of their ancestors, tirelessly 
sent them messenger after messen-
ger, since he wished to spare his 
people and his house. But they ridi-
culed the messengers of God, they 
despised his words, they laughed at 
his prophets, until at last the wrath    
of the Lord rose so high against his 
people that there was no further rem-
edy. Their enemies burned down the 
Temple of God, demolished the walls 
of Jerusalem, set fire to all its palac-
es, and destroyed everything of value 
in it. The survivors were deported by 
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they 
were to serve him and his sons until 
the kingdom of Persia came to power. 
This is how the word of the Lord was 
fulfilled that he spoke: through Jere-
miah, ‘Until this land has enjoyed its 
Sabbath rest, until seventy years 
have gone by, it will keep Sabbath 
throughout the days of its desolation.’ 
And in the first year of Cyrus king of 
Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord 
that was spoken through Jeremiah, 
the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus 
king of Persia to issue a proclamation 
and to have it publicly displayed 
throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks 
Cyrus king of Persia, “The Lord, the 
God of heaven, has given me all the 
kingdoms of the earth; he has       
ordered me to build him a Temple in 
Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there 
is among you of all his people, may 
his God be with him! Let him go up.”   

The Word of the Lord 
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PARISH TEAM 
Parish Priest:    Fr. Brendan Murphy SDB 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Leo Choi SDB 
Parish Secretary:  Fleur Mathias 
 

Parish Telephone: 9623 1962 
Parish Email:     secretaryolrchurch@iinet.net.au 
Web:         www.olrchurchstmarys.org.au 
 

Enquiries: Please phone the Parish Office 
between 9:30am - 12:30pm & 1:30pm - 3:30pm,  

Monday to Friday. 
 

Salesian Community:   Phone: 9623 1220 
Rector:   Fr John Walenciej SDB 
 

Don Bosco Youth Centre: Phone: 9623 0450 
Director:  Fr John Walenciej SDB 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Primary School 
Principal: Mr Michael Siciliano 
Phone:   8856 8301 
Email:   olorstmarys@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Web:   www.olorstmarys.catholic.edu.au  
 

Emmaus Catholic College 
 

Principal: Mr Robert Nastasi 
Phone:   9670 4588 
Email:   emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Web:   www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
 
  

 

 
 

 
Sat 13 Mar      
  6:00pm Rosario Da Costa 
           

Sun 14 Mar   FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
  7:30am  
  9:00am Vincent Dinaro  
                   10:30am  
                     5:30pm  Pro Populo 
 

Mon 15 Mar    

  6:30am Holy Souls in Purgatory 
  9:00am  
  

Tue 16 Mar    
  6:30am     
  9:00am   Ireneo Villangca 
     

Wed 17 Mar  ST PATRICK 

  6:30am Guiseppa Stillisano 
                   12:00pm Maria Piccirilli 
   

Thurs 18 Mar  ST CYRIL OF JERUSALEM 

  6:30am   

  9:00am     
Fri 19 Mar  ST JOSEPH 

  6:30am Terrance Peters 
  9:15am Naziha Maklouf 
 

Sat 20 Mar   

  8:00am   Sarto Coutinho 

1st and 2nd Collections: 
 

1st Collection: for the support of the Parish Priests 
2nd Collection: goes towards the weekly  
operating budget for the Parish.  
 

We Thankyou for your ongoing support. 
 

———————————————————————————————- 

If you prefer to donate using ONLINE 
BANKING, details are as below: 
 

(1st Collection) - Priests   
BSB NO: 067 950 
ACCOUNT NO: 00004414 
ACCOUNT NAME: St Marys Pastoral Revenue 
 

(2nd Collection) - Church 
 

BSB NO: 067 950 
ACCOUNT NO: 00222 
ACCOUNT NAME: St Marys Catholic Church 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK 
 

Jesus the Healer, we commend to your gentle 
hands those who are sick 

 

Marie Fonseca, Mitchell, Bruce Fernandes, Peter Wetton, 
Margaret Lawrence, Emil Delos Reyes, Kate Medina,  
Suzette  & Bernadette Pereira, Gerard Marcelo, Vanessa, , 
Josie, Tangey, Clayton B, Zoiya P,  Linda Weightman, 
Graziella Allen, Dominic Lobo, Patrick  Paris, Yonghee 
Lee, Coral Peters, Emmanuel & Josephine Vella, , Patricia 
Montgomery, Libby, Sally Mirafuentes, Julian Carvalho, 
Cathie Marcel, Tenesha Faulkner, Edison Saynes, Jean & 
Declan Hampsey, Covid patients, Cecille Quizon. 

  Rosary Statue 
Mr & Mrs Berenguer 

209 Carpenter St, St Marys 

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED 
 

Please remember in your prayers our deceased  
parishioners, family and friends especially 

 

Terrance Peters, Felisa Ahumada  Jaafar Angkaya, Antonio 
Tassone, Guiseppe Zappia, Joe Bonser,  Annie Adkins, 
Falakiko Pipinu, Laurie Mifsud, Ursula Engels, Carmel 
Sciberras, Raymond Paris, Mara Conway, Glenn Bouche, 
Geoff Burcham, Mary Debono, Sean Teague, Sime Cirjak, 
Patricia Dubier, Anthony Redmund, Gerardus Heynis, 
Stefano Catanea, Edme David, Alfred Equilina Carmel  
Sciberras, Carl Pereira, Cosmas Pinto, Bruno Premutico, 
Robin Fernandes, Nelly Comelli, William Ebzery,  Samuel 
Castle, Patricia Mitchell, William Weightman, George 
Borg, John Steele, Leo Pereira, Mary Bonanno, Jakov 
Lalic, Sr Marie Blanche, Elena Zamora, Ronaldo Jurado, 
Carmela Banea, Glenn Peters, Mattie Finn, Boja Djodan, 
Jela Milkovich, Corazon Ronas, Linda Miller, Monica 
Kok, Kabalin &  Rina Seecy, Gautam Mukherjee, Louis 
Fernandes, Lawrence D’souza, Malcolm Howse, Luciano 
Morlin, Antionette Angello, Alan Christian, Silvio Patrizi, 
Brian Pereira. 
 

Eternal rest grant unto their souls O Lord,           
let perpetual light shine upon them,  

may they rest in peace.  Amen 

   RECONCILIATION TIMES: 
 

    

Wednesday: 11:15am - 11:45am.  Mass at 12 noon 
Saturdays:    9:00am - 10:00am, 5:00pm - 5:30pm 
 

 

ADORATION BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
 

Thursdays:  9:30am - 8:50pm, Church (All welcome) 
Friday: 8:30am - 9am 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL SUCCOUR NOVENA 

Every Wednesday 7:30pm - 9:00pm in the church 

mailto:evelynhunterolr@hotmail.com
http://www.olorstmarys.parra.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:Emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au
http://www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au/


COMING EVENTS FOR THE DIARY 
 

Stations of the Cross will be held on each    
Friday evening during Lent, in the church at 
7:30pm. 
 

 

17-19 March: St Joseph Triduum 

25 March:  Pre-Baptism Programme 
28 March: Palm Sunday 
30 March: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation, 7:30pm, Church 

PARISH OFFICE FIT-OUT 
Any parishioner that knows or works in this indus-
try (carpentry, flooring, electrical etc) and would be    
interested in giving suggestions / quotes to re-fit the 
parish office, kindly contact the  us on 9623 1962,  
(Tuesday to Friday) during office hours:  
9:30am - 12:30pm & 1:30pm - 3:30pm.   
Your help will be much appreciated.  

Parish Church use: 
 

Dear Parishioners, 

Bookings are no longer necessary.  
Please Sign-in using the QR Code displayed near the      
entrance or use the sign-on sheets.  
¶ Parishioners who are not well are  
   requested NOT to enter the church. 
¶ The use of masks while attending Mass is                 

no longer mandatory but encouraged. 
¶ Social (physical) distancing must be observed  

at all times in the church.   
¶ If you are waiting for a COVID-19 test    

result, please isolate and DO NOT come  
   to Church.  
¶ Assistance with sanitising the pews after the 

Masses is appreciated. 

 WE WELCOME                        

 
 

Lucas Anthony Ditrih, Kehlani Sivo Kalolo, 
Emma Rose Osborn. 

Into our Parish Family through the Sacrament of Baptism 

Pontifical Holy Land Good Friday Collection: 

2 April 2021 

The annual Pontifical Good Friday Collection will 
be held on Friday 2nd April around Australia. The 
collection will continue to support the works of the 
Holy Land Custody through the generosity of the 
Australian Church.  
Your donation is a direct way to make a difference 
in the lives of those who are keeping alive the 
Christian presence in the land of Jesus in the face 
of great odds.   

Charismatic Healing Mass 
Mass will be followed by prayer for healing.  
Celebrant: Fr. Hugh Thomas CSsR,  
Sunday 21 MARCH, 2pm. All welcome!   
St Nicholas of Myra Church, Penrith  
Please register by texting 0410 475 734 provide your 
Name and Phone Number for COVID. 

Project Compassion 2021: 

ñBe Moreò 
 

Support Caritas Australia this Lenten season by 
taking home a Project Compassion box and/or a 
set of donation envelopes.  
Through your generosity, you are assisting some 
of the world’s most vulnerable people build better 
futures for themselves, their families and their 
communities.  

You can donate through Parish boxes and           
envelopes, or by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

 

 
 
 
 

Yes, BINGO is back! 
All proceeds will go to the Salesian Girls Orphanages 

in East Timor.  Come along and bring a friend. 
Saturday 20 March 2021 

Sausage Sandwich 7pm, Bingo starts 7:30pm 
Venue: OLR Parish Hall 

BISHOPôS GOOD SAMARITAN APPEAL 
Help CatholicCare chaplains bring comfort, faith and 

hope to the sick and isolated.       
Your compassionate gift and prayers will support 

CatholicCare chaplains provide spiritual, sacramental 
and emotional support in the footsteps of the Good 

Samaritan.  Please give generously  to the Bishopôs 
Good Samaritan Appeal next weekend. 

Donate online @ yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal. 
Thank you for accompanying them on their journey. 

Bishop Vincent Long 

BALL ROOM DANCING LESSONS  
$5 per person, per session 

Taught by a qualified teacher 
Venue to be advised, but will be local 

Age 18-32 years 
Please contact Stella on 0415 600 103   
or Bev  0418 404 895 by 31st March.  

Catholic Outlook Lent/Easter  
Catholic Outlook Easter edition is out now and 

free to all parishioners.  
A range of articles featured on developing faith in 
the family as well as the highlights of Holy Week.  

 

Please pick up your free copy from the table in 
the Church foyer.  

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

 Year of Saint Joseph 
 

 

    March 13-14, 2021:  

  4th Sunday of Lent 
75th Anniversary Year  

 
 

 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Feast of St Joseph: This Friday is the feast of Saint    
Joseph. This year is the Year of Saint Joseph. 
Masses will be at 6:30am, 9:15am and 6:30pm. 
Stations of the Cross will be at the usual 7:30pm. 
 

Family Entrustment to St  Joseph: There is available 
in the foyer a beautiful Entrustment family prayer card to 
Saint Joseph. I encourage families to pray this together 
on Friday March 19 in the family. 
 

Evangelisation Council: After Stations of the Cross 
this Friday March 19, i.e, at about 8:15pm,  there will 
be a 30 minute meeting in the parish hall for all persons     
interested in forming a parish Evangelisation Council,   
an ongoing body to promote/organise/animate/execute 
evangelisation initiatives. All parishioners are welcome. 
Please pray for this very important intention, central to 
our life as a parish. 
 

St Joseph Triduum in the church: 
 

Wednesday  March 17: 7:00pm, Mass for St Patrick. 
   Prayers to St Joseph for 5-10 minutes after Mass. 
 

Thursday March 18:  7:00pm - 7:30pm,  Prayers  
   and meditation on St Joseph. 
 

Friday March 19:  6:30pm,  Mass for St Joseph.  
  (7:30pm Stations of the Cross) 
 

Mass times for next weekend:  Masses for next week-
end are as follows: 
Saturday evening 6:00pm. 
Sunday  7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am, 5:30pm 
 

Catholic Foundation Appeal:  The Bishop’s Good   
Samaritan Appeal will be held next weekend, to support 
the Diocese’s charitable works, especially CatholicCare 
chaplaincy. Thank you for your support. 
 

Coming up:   
Wed March 17: St Patrick.  
          Masses 6:30am, 12noon, 7 pm. 
Fri March 19:  St Joseph  
          Masses 6:30am, 9:15am, 6:00pm. 
Thurs March 25: Annunciation of the Lord. 
Sun March 28:  Palm Sunday 
Tues March 30: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 
Thurs April 1:  Holy Thursday.  
Fri April 2:    Good Friday 
Sat April 3:    Holy Saturday 
           Daylight Saving ends. 
Sunday April 4: Easter Sunday 
Mon/Tues April 5-6: Preparing church for  
             renovations; help needed. 
Wed April 7:   Church renovations begin. 
Sun April 11:  Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 
 

Wed April 14:   Philippines 500th anniversary of  
           Christianity. 
Sunday April 25: ANZAC Day Parish Sports Day. 
 

 

God bless. 
 

Fr. Brendan 
 

******************************* 
“Karl Menninger in his insightful book Whatever    
Became of Sin? illustrates the deep value of love in the 
healing process of mentally ill patients. One day in his 
famed hospital, the Menninger Institute in Topeka, 
Kansas, he carried out an experiment. Calling the    
entire staff from all levels of service (from doctors and 
nurses to cooks and janitors),  he told them of his    
conviction that the time spent in the mental hospital 
could be significantly reduced. How? Simply by going 
about one’s duties with a great deal of genuine love 
and joyful caring and gentle affirmation. This loving 
attitude was to be exercised by all, even the employees 
cleaning the rooms and changing the light bulbs. To 
the surprise and satisfaction of the entire staff, the time 
patients were hospitalised was significantly reduced.  
    It is also reported that Dr Menninger asked his     
resident students to identify the most important part of 
the treatment process of mental patients. Some said it 
was the relationship between the therapist and the    
patient; others thought it was a list of recommenda-
tions; still others spoke of the necessity of contact with 
the families after a patient was discharged; a group 
thought it was the prescription of drugs. However, 
Menninger did not accept any of these suggestions;   
for him the first and foremost task of any healer or 
therapist was to listen. “After decades of work as a 
psychiatrist, Menninger believed that the experience of 
not being listened to made people unwell, and the     
experience of being listened to made them well again. 
The experience of stillness in the presence of another 
person gave them a sense of their God-given purpose 
in life... Listening to someone may not seem like 
much, but its effects are very healing. Everyone yearns 
to be heard.” 
   The author himself recalls a personal experience. In 
the many counselling classes he attended, he frequently 
heard the expression to listen with the third ear. The 
professor (a psychiatrist) was emphasizing the         
importance of attentive listening that can hear what is 
not being said. The secret to this listening is observa-
tion: observation of body language, choice of words, 
tone of voice, facial expressions. To be able to intuit 
problems is satisfying both for the therapist and for the 
client. The same dynamics are in play when an adult is 
truly present and listening to a troubled youth.” 

  P. Avallone SDB, Keys to the Hearts of Youth, Salesiana, New    
Rochelle, ‘99, pp 91-92. 
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