
Responsorial Psalm:  
 

(R.) Lord, come and save us. 
 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just  

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

The Lord will reign for ever,  

Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)   
 

Second Reading: Jas 5:7-10  
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, 

the Lord’s coming will be soon.  

Be patient, brothers, until the 

Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: 

how patiently he waits for the pre-

cious fruit of the ground until it has 

had the autumn rains and the 

spring rains! You too have to be 

patient; do not lose heart, because 

the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do 

not make complaints against one 

another, brothers, so as not to be 

brought to judgement yourselves; 

the Judge is already to be seen 

waiting at the gates. For your ex-

ample, brothers, in submitting with 

patience, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord.  

     The word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

he sent me to bring Good News to 

the poor. Alleluia!  
 

GOSPEL: Mt 11:2-11 

Are you the one who is to come, or must we 

wait for someone else?  

John in his prison had heard what 

Christ was doing and he sent his 

disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the 

one who is to come, or have we got 

to wait for someone else?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Go back and tell John 

what you hear and see; the blind 

see again, and the lame walk, lep-

ers are cleansed, and the deaf 

hear, and the dead are raised to 
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GOSPEL: Mt 11:2-11 (continued) 

life and the Good News is pro-

claimed to the poor; and happy is 

the man who does not lose faith in 

me.’ As the messengers were leav-

ing, Jesus began to talk to the peo-

ple about John: ‘What did you go 

out into the wilderness to see? A 

reed swaying in the breeze? No? 

Then what did you go out to see? A 

man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, 

those who wear fine clothes are to 

be found in palaces. Then what did 

you go out for? To see a prophet? 

Yes, I tell you, and much more than 

a prophet: he is the one of whom 

scripture says: Look, I am going to 

send my messenger before you; he 

will prepare your way before you. I 

tell you solemnly, of all the children 

born of women, a greater than 

John the Baptist has never been 

seen; yet the least in the kingdom 

of heaven is greater than he is.’  

The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Communion Antiphon: 
 

Say to the faint of heart: 

Be strong, do not fear.   

Behold, our God will come, 

and he will save us.   

Entrance Antiphon:               

 

Rejoice in the Lord always;  

again I say, Rejoice.   

Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

First Reading:   Is 35:1-6, 10  
God himself will come and save us.  

Let the wilderness and the dry-

lands exult, let the wasteland re-

joice and bloom, let it bring forth 

flowers like the jonquil, let it rejoice 

and sing for joy. The glory of Leba-

non is bestowed on it, the splen-

dour of Carmel and Sharon; they 

shall see the glory of the Lord, the 

splendour of our God. Strengthen 

all weary hands, steady all trem-

bling knees and say to all faint 

hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

‘Look, your God is coming, venge-

ance is coming, the retribution of 

God; he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be 

opened, the ears of the deaf un-

sealed, then the lame shall leap 

like a deer and the tongues of the 

dumb sing for joy, for those the 

Lord has ransomed shall return. 

They will come to Zion shouting for 

joy, everlasting joy on their faces; 

joy and gladness will go with them 

and sorrow and lament be ended.  

The word of the Lord 
 

Responsorial Psalm:145:6-10 
 

(R.) Lord, come and save us. 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith  

for ever, who is just to those  

who are oppressed.  

It is he who gives bread to the  

hungry, the Lord, who sets  

prisoners free. (R.)  

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to  

the blind, who raises up those who 

are bowed down, the Lord, who  

protects the stranger and upholds  

the widow and orphan. (R.)  
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PARISH TEAM 
Parish Priest:    Fr. Brendan Murphy SDB 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Neil Bulathsinhalage SDB 
Parish Secretary:  Fleur Mathias 
 

Parish Telephone: 9623 1962 
Parish Email:     secretaryolrchurch@iinet.net.au 
Web:         www.olrchurchstmarys.org.au 

Parish Fax:      9833 1063 
 

For Enquiries Please Phone The Parish Office 

between 9:30am - 12:30pm & 1:30pm - 3:30pm, Mon-Fri 
 

Salesian Community:   Phone: 9623 1220 

Rector:     Fr John Walenciej SDB 
 

Don Bosco Youth Centre: Phone: 9623 0450 

Director: Fr John Walenciej SDB 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary Primary School 

Principal: Mr Michael Siciliano 
Phone:   8856 8301 
Email:   olorstmarys@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Web:   www.olorstmarys.catholic.edu.au  
 

Emmaus Catholic College 
 

Principal: Mr Robert Nastasi 
Phone:   9670 4588 

Email:   emmaus@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Web:   www.emmauskempscreek.catholic.edu.au 

PARISH MINISTRIES 
 

St Vincent de Paul Society :  meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm in 
the St Vincent de Paul Office beside the Parish Hall. 
 

Junior Legion of Mary :  meets on Fridays, 5:00pm to 5:45pm in 
the Parish Hall and Parish Meeting Rooms. Young people welcome  
 

Senior Legion of Mary :  Tuesdays, 6:30-8pm in the Parish Hall 
Meeting Room. All Welcome to join.  
 

The Cenacle : Every Thursday after 9am Mass, you are invited to 
join us to pray the Cenacle of the Marian Movement of Priests. 
 

Cuppa and Craft Club : Thursdays at 9:30am, Parish Hall.   
Contact Parish Office 9623 1962. 
Computer Class (50 years & over) : 9.30am-11:30am  Parish 

Hall Meeting Room. Please contact Parish Office. 
Rosary Statue :  Mrs Beth Mungcal, 1 Eyre St, Werrington 
 

RCIA : meets Thursdays, 7:30pm, Parish Meeting Room.  
Know someone who would like to be a Catholic?  New enquirers welcome.  
 

Catechists :  Teaching Godôs Word in our State schools.   
Volunteers needed.  Contact Maureen Watts 9623 9272. 
Motherôs Prayers: On Mondays, 10am at the MacKillop Centre. 
 

Ladies Auxiliary :  Interested in joining? Contact Parish Off. 
 

Youth Choir : Choir Practices on the 2nd Sunday of the month, 
2.30pm ï 4pm. Choir sings at the 9am Mass on the 4th Sunday 
of the month.  All young people welcome. 
OLR - Schoenstatt Pilgrim Mother Apostolate (PMA) Rosary 
Prayer :  every 4th Sunday of the month after the 10.30am Mass 
(11.45am) in the Church. All Welcome!   

 
 

  

 

Sat 14 Dec  ST JOHN OF THE CROSS 

  6:00pm Grguric Family         

Sun 15 Dec   THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

  7:30am  Kevin Dwyer 
  9:00am  Holy Souls in Purgatory 
                       10:30am  Clotilde Valdes  
  5:30pm  Pro Populo 

Mon 16 Dec     

  6.30am   Holy Souls in Purgatory 
   9:00am Tommy Greaves 

 

Tue 17 Dec  ST JOSEPH MANYANET  

   9:00am Ric Juancho Torres 
 

Wed 18 Dec   
   12:00pm Vincenza, Angelo, Domenico  
 

Thur 19 Dec   
  9:00am Pious Christy, George A, S. Innasi 
 

Fri 20 Dec   
   9:15am Alfred Gaccion 
 

Sat 21 Dec  ST PETER CANSISIUS 

  8:00am Fely Abrera 

PRAYERS FOR THE DECEASED  

Please remember in your prayers our deceased  

parishioners, family and friends especially  
Joseph Pesl, Kevin Doyle, Nicodemo Bruzzeze, Marjorie Evans, Aylene Psistalr, 

Zarko Markovic, Rita Camilleri, Monica Galea, Damian Okeke, Aiyana Ca-

banero, Vincent Nguyen, Michael Fleeton, Imelda Bonser, Margaret Cullen, Guy 

Farla, Portia Marano, Lilibeth Malawi, Kathleen Grifith, Bruno Peters, Pearl 

Levige, Therez Hegedus, Angela Cremonesi, Maureen Chynoweth, Siegfred 

Agustin, Tranquimilino P. Jnr, Liz Murphy, Robin Fernandes, Vency Pinto, 

Paulino M, Catalino B, Valerie P. Waight, Jennifer  Fernandopulle, Pauline Pow-

ell, Angela Tassone, Doreen Quinn, Maria Nguyen, Giovannina Braccia, Frank 

Fitzpatrick, Mark Brady, Lara Cardoz, Christine Luckman. 

Eternal rest grant unto their souls O Lord, let perpetual light shine 

upon them, may they rest in peace.  Amen  

PRAYERS FOR THE SI CK  
Jesus the Healer, we commend to your gentle hands 

those who are sick  
Gerald OôSullivan, Anne M, Dory Ryan, Matthew Smith,. Cristina Castilllo, 

Violetta Banks, Bill Faulkner, Mary Zulli, Vivian Zammit, Joe Bonser, Kelly 

Balgowan, Marie Craig, Danny Valenton, Bertha & Peter  Wetton, Zoe Beran, 

Mon Ignacio Manrique, Shonagh Van  Schoten, Mirko Marticorena, Sr. Marga-

ret Sullivan, Brian Daley, Monina Resurreccion, Margaret Lawrence, Patricia 

McGee, Evelyn M, Frank Dyer, Coral Choyce, Michael McDermot, Mira & 

Rudi Galic,  Regina G, John Coleman, Jennifer Johnson, Adrian Durando, Geof-

frey Stolzenberg, Alex Gardner, Cherie Cazar-Casuyon, Teresita Cazar-Danga, 

Andrew Boulos,  Annette, Amelita, Peter M, Baby Joycelyn, Carole Ball, Can-

dida Irugalbandara, Bruce Bogg, Patricia McGee, Maria Socorro Caca, Exal-

tacion M, Lorraine Triggear, Margaret Dwyer, Christine Luckman, Rosauro  

Velasco, Isla Bishop, Lekisha Santos, Maria I Castiglioni, Judith Urbano, Vivian 

Bosnic, Melanie Mauricio, Zarko Vukoja, Baby Jackson OôSullivan. 

Next Sundayôs Readings: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

1st  Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-14 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23: 1-6 
2nd Reading: Romans 1: 1-7 
Gospel: Matthew 1: 18-24 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - RCIA 

Do you know anyone interested in becoming a Catholic? 
Please invite them to contact:  

Parish Office on 9623 1962 

1st and 2nd Collections :  
1st Collection: for the support of the Parish Priests. 
2nd Collection: goes towards the weekly operating budget 
for the Parish. Parish weekly running costs approximately 
$4000.  Last weekendôs 2nd Collection $3161.45 

We Thankyou for your ongoing support.  

   RECONCILIATION   
 

   Every Wednesday:    11:15am - 11:45am. 

   Every Saturday:         9:00am - 10:00am, 5:00pm - 5:30pm 
 

ADORATION BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  
   Monday & Tuesday : In the Adoration Chapel, 8am-9pm 

   Wednesday: 11:15am - 11:45am, Mass at 12 noon 

   Thursday: 9:30am - 6:00pm (after 9:00am Mass) 
   Friday:   8:30am - 9:00am. followed by Mass at 9:15am  
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St Marys Gardens Nursing Home 
Sun 15 Dec: Steve Buhagiar 

Sun 22 Dec: Janet W, Stacia Cunningham 

COMING EVENTS FOR THE DIARY 
16 Dec: OLR Primary Year 6 Graduation, 6:30pm 

16-24 Dec: Misa De Gallo Mass in English,  5:00am 

17 Dec: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation, Church, 7:30pm 

     Legion of Mary, Parish Hall, 6.30pm 

     St Vincent De Paul, Parish Hall Mtg Room, 7pm 
18 Dec: Parish Finance Meeting, Parish House, 7:30pm 

20 Dec:  Junior Legion of Mary, Parish Hall Mtg Rm, 5pm 

21 Dec: Don Bosco Youth Centre closed till 2nd Jan 2020 

22 Dec: Pilgrim Mother Apostolate Rosary, 11:45am 

     Carols by Candlelight, MacKillop Centre, 7:30pm 

24 Dec: Christmas Eve:  

     Mass Time: 6:30pm, 8:30pm, Midnight 

25 Dec: Christmas Day:  

     Mass Times: 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:30am 

     Please Note: No Evening Mass on Christmas Day  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

  

Adoration Chapel  
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 

8:00am - 9:00pm 
 

ALL WELCOME 

Working with children checks (WWCC) 
We request all parishioners who wish to continue 

serving in the following ministries in 2020,  please 

hand in a copy of your WWCC to the Parish office, 

as soon as possible.  

Acolytes, Eucharistic Ministers, Catechists, St Vincent 

De Paul, IGNITE Youth Leaders, Junior Legion of 

Mary, Leaders of Choirs with children under the age of 

16yrs.   

If you need help attaining a WWCC, kindly  contact the 

Parish office during office hours.  

PRAY FOR RAIN  

MISA DE GALLO  

Mass in English at 5:00am from 

Monday 16 December to 24 December 2019. 

All are welcome. 

OLR Parish - Carols by Candlelight  
We welcome our Parishioners, families, 

friends &  visitors to join us  
for Carols by Candlelight. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Date:  Sunday, 22 December 2019 
Time:  7:15 for 7.30pm start 
Venue: MacKillop Centre (Collins St) 
 

Come along with a candle, picnic rug / 
chair and your singing voices.   

 

 

Children are welcome to come dressed as 
Angels or Shepherds 

 
 

 

Cardinal Newman Resource Centre will be 
opened for any last minute gifts. 

 
 

No Alcohol permitted on the premises. 

OUR  21st....YES , 21st!!  TRIVIA NIGHT  

29th FEBRUARY 2020! 
Just a friendly reminder to put this 

date ó29 Februaryô in your calendar! 

More details will be available at a 

later date.... but as it is almost  

Christmas, keep in mind if you have any unwanted 

new gifts or anything else new you think we could 

use, please put them aside for us to collect in the New 

Year or drop them off at the Parish Office at a date to 

be decided upon later. Thank you. 

We wish you all a Happy and Holy Christmas. 
Trivia Team 

THANKYOU!! 
"The St Vincent de Paul Societyof  

St Marys would like to thank  

everyone that contributed to our recent Christmas 

Appeal. The total amount raised by the parish was 

4,502.10.  We would like to thank everyone for your 

generous contribution to the appeal as well as the gifts 

for the children and hampers through the schools. 

We will be distributing approximately 100 hampers to 

local families and single people this weekend within 

the St Marys Area. We sincerely thank you and pray 

that you have a hope filled Christmas, rest assured you 

have made a difference for many people this Christmas 

Season".  

St Vincent  De Paul, St Marys Conference Team 

OLR ADORATION CHAPEL 
The Chapel will remain open for Adoration  

before the Blessed Sacrament on Mondays,  

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 8am to 9pm.   

If you would like further information or would like to 

sign up for an hour of Adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament, please  contact the Parish office. 

SENIORS CHRISTMAS LUNCH         

Well Done Ladies Auxiliary Team!  
A huge Thankyou for your  tireless work  

behind the scenes with setting up,  food  

preparation, cleaning, transport etc.  

It was an enjoyable day! We thank all our parishioners 

and visitors who attended the Seniors Christmas  

Morning tea & Lunch last Saturday. 
 

The Winner of the Lucky Numbers: 

Pam Kelly with No. 91 
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December 14-15  2019 3rd  Sunday of Advent 

Parish Marian Year 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Welcome to Father Chady Ibrahim SDB: with us for a 

few days from Melbourne. Father Chady has been assigned 

to the St Marys Salesian Community for 2020, and will  

return in the new year, to work mainly in the Youth Centre. 
 

Congratulations, best wishes and prayers to Amelia Kon-

dek who makes her First Communion at the 7:30am Mass 

today, Sunday. God bless you always, Amelia. 
 

Second Rite of Reconciliation:  This Tuesday evening, 

7:30pm, is our Advent Second Rite of Reconciliation.  
 

75th Anniversary Committee meeting this Thursday De-

cember 19 at 7:30pm in the parish office meeting room. 

Come and help us to start planning. 
 

2020 Parish Calendar  available again today @ $3.  
 

Cafe open: The cafe is available after Masses on weekends, 

and open for self-serve during the week from 9:30am to 

3:30pm.  
 

Misa de Gallo: The Christmas novena of 5am Masses starts 

tomorrow, Monday, December 16, and continues every day 

(including Sunday) til Tuesday Dec 24. 
 

Carols by Candlelight: Our annual Carols by Candlelight 

at the MacKillop Centre is on next Sunday evening at 

7:30pm. Invite your friends and come along for a beautiful 

night. 
 

Catholic Outlook magazine: Please take home a copy of 

the new diocesan magazine, available in the foyer. 
 

Parish Marian Year: Please note on the noticeboard some 

of the proposed devotions for the 2020 parish Marian Year, 

our year of preparation for our 75th anniversary year in 

2021. It is intended to begin these in the new year. 
 

Coming up:   
 

Mon Dec 16: Yr 6 Graduation 

Dec 16-24:  Misa de Gallo 5am. 

Tues Dec 17: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation, 7:30pm 

Thurs Dec 19: 75th planning meeting 7:30pm 

Sun Dec 22:  Carols by Candlelight, MacKillop Centre 
 

Dec 24 - 25 Christmas Masses: 
 

Christmas Eve: 6:30pm, 8:30pm, midnight. 

Christmas Morning: 7:30am, 9am, 10:30am. 
 

Tues Dec 31: 11:30pm Adoration & thanksgiving. Mass at 

        12am, midnight. 

Wed Jan 1:  Mary Mother of God 

               Masses 12 am & 9:00am.  (No midday Mass) 

Sun Feb 9:   Alpha seminar, Blacktown. 

February:    Visit of  relics of Saints Louis & Zelie Martin 

        (parents of St Therese of Lisieux) 
 
 

God bless.                     
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT -  JOY  

Afraid of going to confession? Pray this prayer 

for courage: 
 

Ask God to bring light into the darkness and help you run to 

the sacrament of his mercy. 

Going to the sacrament of confession isnôt always easy.  

Often embarrassment or shame over our sins will prevent us 

from going to a priest to ask for Godôs mercy. However, 

confession is good for the soul and can help lift many     

burdens we are carrying, giving us new life. 

One way to prepare for that sacrament is to ask God for 

strength, courage and enlightenment. Sometimes we donôt 

go to confession because we canôt ñthinkò of any sins. In 

reality, we sin every day, but we arenôt always observant 

enough to recognize our many failings. 

Here is a prayer adapted from the Golden Manual that 

places all of these needs before God and is a prefect    

preparation for confession. 

O most merciful God, enlighten me, for you know all 

my ways and observe all my footsteps. Come, true 

light, and dispel the darkness of my heart, that I may 

see what in me is displeasing to you, and that with a 

contrite heart I may be sorry for my sins, rightly     

confess them, and amend my life. Send forth your light 

into my soul, and show to me all those sins which I 

ought to confess at this time. 

Assist me by your grace, and grant me courage and 

strength, that I may be able to declare them to the 

priest, fully, humbly, and with a contrite heart, and so 

obtain perfect remission of my sins through your     

infinite goodness. Amen. 
                                          Philip Kosloski  Aleteia Dec 12, 2019  

********************************* 
Ask the Holy Spirit to light a fire in your heart    

before Mass starts 
The Second Vatican Council encouraged the laity to embrace a 

ñfully conscious and active participationò in the Mass. This was 

primarily aimed at a spiritual participation in the Mass, where 

those in the pews are fully present to what is happening in front of 

them and offering up their lives to God in union with the priest. 

However, it is tempting for many of us to attend Mass and only 

warm the pew and not our hearts. We simply go through the mo-

tions, and are not ñconsciouslyò participating in the liturgy. 

One way to light a fire in our soul is to ask the Holy Spirit to in-

flame our heart with a deep love of God and understanding of the 

Mass. We need the guidance of the Holy Spirit if we are to offer 

ourselves to God at Mass, preparing our hearts to receive Jesus in 

the Most Holy Eucharist. 

Here is a short prayer from an 1876 prayer book that perfectly 

summarizes this desire and is a great way to get in the right spiri-

tual mood before Mass begins. 

Holy Spirit, fill my cold heart with love, that I may 

hear this Mass with much reverence and devotion. 

Mary, my Mother, pray for me. My Guardian-angel, 

shield me from all vain and wandering thoughts.  
Philip Kosloski Aleteia Dec 11, 2019  
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